
Valente Building - 147 Main Street, Murphys 

 

In 1887, the First Congregational Church of Murphys sold part of Lot 2 in Block 4 of Murphys, to James 

Valente. ( Deed Book 14, Page 208) The portion of the lot Valente bought was on the Main Street side of the 

property and was a large portion of the lot.  

 

James Valente was a custom boot and shoe maker, and he had a stone building erected on the land 

he had purchased that was constructed from rhyolite blocks quarried from Brownsville and had iron 

shutters installed. His stone store was next to the large old barn that Kimball and Cutting had owned 

on Main Street. The property eventually had the Valente’s house and barn behind the store building.  

 In 1904, James Valente died at age forty-five.  He had become ill and it developed into a stoppage of 

the bowels. An operation was attempted but he died on the operating table in his home. His wife had 

born a son less than a month earlier. Two of his sisters in law were killed in a train wreck the day of 

James Valente’s death, making this even more difficult for their family. Frank Valente’s wife Mary and 

Pauline DeRivara DeMartini, a sister of James Valente’s wife, were both supposed to have taken the 

stage to Angels Camp to attend the funeral but instead decided to take the train and both died when 

the train wrecked.   



James Valente’s widow Caterina continued to live here. The house is gone, but the stone building 

still stands and is in use today. It has 

held different businesses over the 

years. In the summer of 1923 Robert 

Laythe conducted a fruit and 

vegetable stand in the building. In the 

late 1920s a cleaning/laundry business 

opened in the building Later 

businesses were the Aerolian Harp 

store, and a clothing store called the 

Murphys Motorcycle Company. The 

building has also been used as a wine 

tasting location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The interior of James Valente’s store 
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